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On the menu today

• The Good Food Institute

• Soy milk + other plant-based 
milks

• Labeling issues

• GFI’s rulemaking petition to 
FDA





Creating a more healthy, humane, and 
sustainable food supply by...

• Fostering Innovation

• Supporting Innovation

• Corporate Engagement

• Institutional Engagement
GFI is a non-profit organization. We're 100% supported by gifts and grants.



O UR FO O D  SYSTEM  IS BRO KEN   ENVIRO NM ENT

Animal agriculture is “one of the ... most significant 

contributors to the most serious environmental problems, at 

every scale from local to global”; contributes to "problems 

of land degradation, climate change and air pollution, water 

shortage and water pollution, and loss of biodiversity.”

United Nations Food & Agriculture Organization, 
Livestock’s Long Shadow

“Without severe cuts in consumption, 
agricultural emissions will take up the entire 
world’s carbon budget by 2050…

—Royal Institute of International Affairs
(Chatham House)

Shifting global demand for meat and dairy 
products is central to achieving climate goals.”



TECHNO LO GY AS O UR SO LUTIO N

GFI: Using technology and the market to compete with 

animal agriculture and improve the world.

O UR FO O D  SYSTEM  IS BRO KEN  GLO BAL PO VERTY

O UR FO O D  SYSTEM  IS BRO KEN  FACTO RY FARM ING



O UR FO O D  SYSTEM  IS BRO KEN   ENVIRO NM ENT

Animal agriculture is “one of the ... most significant 

contributors to the most serious environmental problems, at 

every scale from local to global”; contributes to "problems 

of land degradation, climate change and air pollution, water 

shortage and water pollution, and loss of biodiversity.”

United Nations Food & Agriculture Organization, 
Livestock’s Long Shadow

“American cities were drowning in horse manure [and plagued by] 
flies, congestion, carcasses, and traffic accidents.”







M ARKET O PPO RTUNITY



The government’s clumsy 
approach

• USDA uses the terms 
consumers use and 
understand

• FDA insists on “lacteal 
secretions,” but does not 
(typically) enforce



Effect of uncertainty

“now…identifies 
the product as 
soy drink 
instead of ‘soy 
milk’”



Article on the Dairy Pride Act pending in Congress

Soy Milk signage in Senate cafeteria



Consumer confusion—really?
“No reasonable consumer could be 
misled by [Blue Diamond’s] 
unambiguous labeling and factually 
accurate nutrition statements…. By 
using the term ‘almond milk,’ even 
the least sophisticated consumer 
would know instantly the type of 
product they are purchasing.” 
Painter v. Blue Diamond Growers, 
Civ. No. 17-2235 (C.D. Cal. May 24, 
2017).

Plaintiffs’ claim of confusion over Silk 
soymilk, almond milk, and coconut milk 
labels “stretches the bounds of credulity. 
Under Plaintiffs’ logic, a reasonable 
consumer might also believe that veggie 
bacon contains pork, that flourless chocolate 
cake contains flour, or that e-books are made 
out of paper.” Ang v. WhiteWave Foods Co., 
Case No. 13-cv-1953 (N.D. Cal. Dec. 10, 
2013).

See also Gitson v. Trader Joes, Case No. 13-cv-01333 
(N.D. Cal. Oct. 4, 2013).





Treeline nut 
cheese

GFI’s regulatory petition

• Purpose: Clarity on terms like “soy milk”

• Proposal: Amend 21 C.F.R. § 102.5 to explicitly 
allow compound names 



GFI’s regulatory petition

Rationale: 

• These are the terms that consumers use. 

• The proposed approach is consistent with the 
FDCA and FDA practice.

• Restricting producers from using compound 
names would violate the First Amendment.



Selected cases

• Generally, Central Hudson v. Pub. Serv. Comm’n of 
N.Y., 447 U.S. 557 (1980).

• See also
• Sorrell v. IMS Health, 31 S. Ct. 2653 (2011);
• Pearson v. Shalala, 164 F.3d 650, 655 (D.C. Cir. 

1999).
• Ocheesee Creamery v. Putnam, 851 F.3d 1228 (11th 

Cir. 2017).



Where do we go now?

• FDA should grant GFI’s petition

• Defeat Dairy Pride Act

• Ensure plant-based producers are on equal footing 

with conventional animal agriculture



gfi.org
@GoodFoodInst
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